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METAV on the Web - A lesson in the digitalization of the trade fair 

world 

Web sessions were well received and developed to an established format 

 

Frankfurt am Main, 29 March 2021. - After four virtual days the trade fair METAV digital 

came to an end on 26 March. "It was a solution to the current situation with a new 

format in which 80 exhibitors participated with great enthusiasm and commitment," 

says Stephanie Simon, responsible for organizing the trade fair at the VDW (German 

Machine Tool Builders' Association). A total of 2,500 visitors attended METAV digital, 

and more than 1,530 registered for the web sessions. "This good result is due in 

particular to the fact that very many exhibitors invited their customers in advance and 

drew their attention to the highlights at the stand and the web session topics," explains 

Simon. "This has given the VDW's intensive online advertising even more momentum. 

This interaction is even more important at a digital trade show than at a face-to-face 

event," Simon continues.  

 

In an initial summary, it should be noted that METAV digital was considered a test run 

to clarify which digital formats can hold up at all in hybrid event concepts. "At Kern 

Microtechnik, we had already gained initial experience with digital formats, but 

wanted to use METAV digital to take the next step and find out whether virtual trade 
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fair participation is worthwhile for us," says Peter Schöps, Area Sales Manager at Kern 

Microtechnik GmbH, Eschenlohe, for example. It was also important, of course, to 

show the flag for metalworking in Germany after the long dry spell without one single 

trade show. "The pandemic has shown us the opportunity to solve a wide variety of 

problems online. This could be meetings, webinars, product presentations, customer 

portals or even virtual trade fairs. The digital world knows no boundaries. It is therefore 

particularly important for WFL to be on board of this train. With METAV digital, VDW has 

offered us a good solution for being present in the market," confirms Sabine 

Steinkellner, Head of Marketing, WFL Millturn Technologies GmbH & Co. KG, Linz, 

Austria.  

 

Nevertheless, the digital trade show does not replace a presence event. All players 

without exception agree on this and are looking forward to the second half of the 

year, when trade shows will be possible again. Andreas Enzenbach, Vice President 

Marketing and Corporate Communications, Mapal Dr. Kress KG in Aalen, says: "The 

personal contacts are extremely lacking. With digital formats, it is very important that 

the exhibitor can also enter into dialog. This must not be one-dimensional, but always 

bi-directional." And Dr. Wilfried Schäfer, Managing Director of the VDW, added: "In the 

coming days, we will take a very close look at the results and the feedback on METAV 

digital and decide which formats can also offer added value in a hybrid event." 

 

METAV digital continues for another three weeks - special forums additionally address 

interested parties 

 

METAV digital is not over yet, however. It will be available remotely to visitors and 

interested parties for another three weeks until April 16, 2021. "The trade fair tour and a 

visit to all 30 web sessions will still be available at metav-digital.de/en," says Stephanie 

Simon. "We also offer one special forum each week. Topics include machine safety, 

intelligent production and, finally, recruiting young talent. Once again, special target 

groups are additionally invited to these special forums," she explains.  
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What is it all about in detail? The VDW's Safety Day already has a long tradition at the 

METAV. It will now celebrate its premiere as a web session on March 31, 2021, and will 

be dedicated to Safety technology on machine tools under changing conditions. 

Machine saftey is a progressive process that requires constant adaptation to current 

developments - due to technical progress on the one hand and innovations by the 

legislator on the other. The new version of the Machinery Directive 2006/42/EC is 

currently in progress. The focus is on the integration of safety and cybersecurity or the 

digital delivery of operating instructions. In addition, machine manufacturers, 

component suppliers as well as occupational health and safety experts will show at 

Safety Day what requirements are placed on modern machine tools and how they 

are currently being met. Everyone agrees: machine tools built in accordance with 

standards are and remain safe! 

 

One week later, on April 7 and 8, 2021, the special forum will focus on Intelligent 

Production - Producing with Artificial Intelligence and new cooling lubricant concepts. 

Members of the WGP (Scientific Society for Production Engineering) will present 

research results for efficient, future-proof and sustainable production. They deal in 

detail with new cooling lubricant concepts and the enormous potential of artificial 

intelligence, for example, and support companies in implementing them.  

 

In the last week of METAV digital, on April 14, 2021, the forum will focus on the young 

talent foundation for mechanical engineering with training marketing and recruiting. 

Among other things, Generation Z will be highlighted: What makes them tick and what 

does that mean for recruiting trainees? In addition, new formats for training marketing 

will be presented and the suitability of social media communication for attracting 

trainees will be discussed. 
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Further information and images can be found on the Internet at  

www.metav-digital.de/medien. In addition, we have posted some original sound bites 

from exhibitors in the video and a podcast on the subject of the Trade fair industry at 

the limit? 

 

You find this press release directly also under: 

https://metav-digital.de/en/media/metav-on-the-web-a-lesson-in-the-digitalization-

of-the-trade-fair-world 

 

Background 

METAV digital 2021 took place from 23 to 26 March under the motto Networking simply threefold. It 

replaced METAV reloaded 2020, which had to be cancelled as a presence event in December last year. 

METAV digital was one of the first trade fairs for metalworking in Germany since fall 2019 and was open to 

all exhibitors, even if they have not previously registered for METAV. The digital edition consisted of three 

parts, the Virtual Exhibition, an intelligent matchmaking and the web sessions. It was realized in 

cooperation with IndustryArena and the company Aldinger & Wolf. It showed the complete spectrum of 

manufacturing technology. The focus was on machine tools, tools, accessories, measuring technology, 

surface and computer technology for metalworking, software, machines and systems for additive 

manufacturing, production systems and components for medical technology. Interested parties can find 

detailed information on the Internet at https://www.metav-digital.de. Under this address the METAV 

digital will still be online until 16 April 2021. 

 

 

Pictures 

Dr. Wilfried Schäfer, Managing Director of the VDW  

Stephanie Simon, METAV digital project officer at the VDW 

Entrance hall to METAV digital 

Source: VDW 

 

Visit the METAV also via our social media channels  

 

   http://twitter.com/METAVonline 

    http://facebook.com/METAV.fanpage 

    http://www.youtube.com/metaltradefair 

http://www.metav-digital.de/medien
https://metav-digital.de/en/media/metav-on-the-web-a-lesson-in-the-digitalization-of-the-trade-fair-world
https://metav-digital.de/en/media/metav-on-the-web-a-lesson-in-the-digitalization-of-the-trade-fair-world
https://www.metav-digital.de/
http://twitter.com/METAVonline
http://www.youtube.com/metaltradefair
http://twitter.com/EMO_HANNOVER
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    https://de.industryarena.com/metav 

 

 


